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Our Mandate: UNICRI Eco-Crime Programme

Since 1991 UNICRI has been analysing crimes against the environment.

UNICRI is a United Nations entity created CURRENT FOCUS
by the ECOSOC in 1967 to assist ¥ licit trafficking of hazardous \ = PART Il
Intergovernmental, Governmental and ¥lllega

Non-Governmental Organizations in 2L s At ; ! COUI’]teI’iI’]g WEEE ||Iegal trade
(CWIT) project

formulating and implementing
improved policies in the field of crime LLEBAL
prevention and criminal justice. COUNTERFEIT
AND
SUBSTANDARD
PESTICIDES
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The project Legal framework: results & recommendations Legal framework: results & recommendations

= The project: 2 years security research project funded under ective: comparative overview of relevant legal . gr‘\fés\'ﬁggtgg%oﬂéscgéf.g?ﬁg;panb‘eClassmcam” R o °EE. UEEE
the EpU lgram'ew%rk ngramty7 (FPT) ang Cjarry out by a policies and requirements relating to WEEE, and how )
consortium of 7 partners. these are implemented and enforced globally. ’ duce and maintain con
— Difficulties in distinguishing between UEEE and WEEE;

2 — Art 3.1 of Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC ‘waste’ means an
Main objective: provide a set of recommendations to the EC nalysis of: substance or object, which the holder discards or intends or is requi%u
and LEASs that will assist them in counlering the iIIegaI trade of y B to discard BUT no consistent guidelines and interpretations for LEAs.
WEEE.

Requirements for functionality testing;
. ; . Harmonize and enhance penalties
v CWIT summary report available at: http://cwitproject.eu/

Targets and reporting;
g P 9 . . y — Probability of being prosecuted and sentenced is low;
WEEE treatment conditions; = senamss foreseen i |” |?g|5|a\l0ﬂ and/or peinall\\esla;;phed in cloun :
i . lecisions are typically low. In many MS, the level of potential penalties
PaCk€g|'1g Of. used EEE'. corresponds to the investigative measures that can be used;
Permits required (collection, transportation, storage, treatment). — Lack of harmonisation oéllzhe type and severity of the offences and

Type of liability (civil, criminal, administrative); EepaieS Sated to WE
Actors involved; and All rt

Severity of the penalties applied. ~ Non-reporting, incorrect reporting and underreporting of amount, origin
and destination of WEEE collected and treated. No unified database;

— Problem of mixed WEEE with metal scrap and other material.

= Activities:
v Identify the (legal and illegal) Actors;
v Market assessment;
v Legal framework analysis; and
¥ Crime analysis.
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Legal framework: results & recommendations UNICRI’s study on illicit pesticides

= ack f 14 Wamapoution acvess S B = New programme aiming at enhancing an international
* Lack of harmorisation in provision and penaliies among EUl countries.
- Ofrercs e comfaion e lowd s f crtemtton - AR | I” Jy to count erio nd org d crime

+ Defirion of when an Begal shipmert starts: involved in crimes having an adv impact on the

lllicit PeStiCideS, Organized Crime environment, including in the trafficking of illicit
5 2 esticides.
and Supply Chain Integrity e

= The program seeks to:

— deepen the general understanding of current trends in the illegal,
counterfeit and substandard pesticides market;

. proot o ary. ; TR — identify and share good practices for detecting, investigating and
‘“’“1,“:",',?;“”’ i - : prosecuting illegal and counterfeit pesticides related activities;
h Fer . 3
* Lack of 2 unified . - a Sl
s - b — improve LEAs and prosecutors’ capacities in countering illegal
" Lackol Meratons 5 ’ | ' % and counterfeit pesticides.

nformation sharing




Why illicit pesticides?

= |llicit pesticides represent an emerging
threat to security, development, health
and the environment and a lucrative
activity for organized crime groups and
networks.

WARNING
PESTICIDES

Roadmap to an international strategy to combat
illicit trafficking in pesticides

Assessment Phase

Action-oriented :
Operational Phase
Analysis " ¥
Ending in Dec. 15

lllicit pesticides: definition

lllicit pesticides are composed of imports
and sales of 5 types of products:

= Obsolete or banned non-authorized
products and substances;

Counterfeit or fake products;

Re- or up-labeled products;
Refilled containers;

Parallel imports (authorized in EU).




(lllicit) Pesticides Legislation

INTERNATIONAL LEGILSATION

— International Plant Pro Convention aims to secure
coordinated, effective action to prevent and to control the
introduction and spread of pests of plants and plant products;

Rotterdam C

Procedure for

International Trade creates legally blndlng obllgatlons for
implementation of the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure;

Internat f Conduct on the Distribution and Use of
Pesticide establlshes Vvoluntary standards of conduct for all
public and private entities engaged in or associated with the
distribution and use of pesticides, particularly where there is
inadequate or no national legislation to regulate pesticides.

EUR

(lllicit) Pesticides Legislation

General legislation
11
. mmm.» atio
T

| by o
Regulation (EC)
for the production of Concerning PPPs.

Chemical safety
Regulation (EC) tior
micals ( i) and e 1ing a Europe
chemical safety which aim at balancing the mm ive to mini
health and the environment with the nee
and fostering ch and innov
ulation (EC) o fication, labelling ar 1 (CLP) of chemical substz
ires trans| N uluballv Farmonatd Syatom (SHO) o Gassiication and baling of
ietior cerning t ortand im.
Rotterdam Convention.

Counterfeit PPPs
Regulatior ms ¢
procedurel rme< for customs authories to control goods

forcement of IPR harmor

Directive 21
remedies to enforce IPRs

Illicit pesticides: health & environmental risks

Human health: mild skin irritation, blood and nerve disorders,
endocrine disruption, genetic changes, respiratory and tissue failure,
coma and death.

/: destruction of plants, animals and marine life;
pesticide resistance in pests.

Food chain: toxic ingredients, inadequate storage and disposal of
illicit pesticides introduce potentially hazardous substances into the
food chain, farm animals, and waterways.

Pollution: air pollution, long-term contamination of soils, surface
and ground waters.

Higher in toxitci ot tested, inappropriate packaging and transport.

Inability to quickly identify compounds, sources, appropriate medical
treatments, distribution networks, and other at-risk users.




Illicit pesticides: health & environmental risks

= Obsolete pesticides in
Moldova
— 3245 tons in 424 sites
— Free access to the sites
— Repacking, labelling

— lllegal selling on the open
market

= May 2007, Lake Cogaz
(Gagauz-Yeri, Moldova)

Illicit pesticides: economic risks

Revenue and ta
The pesticide world market is approximately USD 60 billion;

— Revenues from counterfeit and illegal plant protection products in
Europe is estimated at USD 450 to 640 million (ECPA, 2006);

Annual lost tax revenues estimated at USD 26-38 million (ECPA, 2006).

Production and M
— lllicitand banned pesticides can destroy crops, contaminate waters and
soils, devastate markets for particular products.
Reputation

— Erode public confidence in established producers, agricultural pro
countries and regions, perceptions of food safety;

— Reputation damage to established food producers, products, and
brands.

— Restrict commercial development and innovation.

lllicit pesticides: security risks

= |llicit pesticides transport and distribution involve cre
and cargo safety, public safety and national security.

= Security in the supply chain is critical in common event
such as theft, quality control, sabotage, information
breaches, counterfeiting but also in extreme event, su
as an attack or significant natural disaster.

Fires on the Maersk Charlotte
and Hyundai Fortune




Main reasons of circulation of fake pesticides |||ega| actor Example transshipment route for illicit pesticides

. = WHY?
Economic reason " High profit margns;

L isk (detection, prosecution, sanction)

Example transshipment
Legal Gaps; - How?

route for illicit pesticides
Intermediaries and front compani Source: Europol-OHIM, 2015
. . A Inaccurate or falsified documentation;

Institutional Problems; i o ming oulk) the confent of the shipment

Obdscurlr\g thls cfngln and des\mi{lcn country: illicit products shipped through multiple ports
E R N and separately for assembly and packaging at destination; stickers/stamps from international

Gaps in pesticides management system; A

Using digital and online technologies to conceal product identification and ownership;
. Small package volumes and unfinished goods
Customs problems;

se of the vulnerabilities in market management and control

Law Enforcement problemS' and > Adapiability: illegal actors are responsive to official surveillance and risk profiling by changing
)

routes, labeling, and operations to avoid detection and interdiction

Low level of farmer knowledge ab WHO? licit pesticides

— Individual traders / companies intermediaries; seized in Brazil

and threats of using fake pesticides. - S

— Organised crime groups;
~ Corruption of responsible authorities in LEAS, customs, company staff, etc. (OSCE, 2015)




Controlling illicit pesticide markets and actors in
the trade - Recommendations

End-user and consumer awareness;

Awareness and engagement of authorities and
stakeholders;
International harmonization and regulatory THANK YOU

oversight;
Supply chain protection and defense activities;
Enhanced investigation and interdiction Elise Vermeersch

capacities; Project Associate - UNICRI
Control of financial flows and incentives; and vermeersch@unicri.it




