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List of Participants 

Albania 

Mr. Enis Tela 
Position: Environmental Inspector 

Department: State Environmental Inspectorate 

Organisation: Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water Administration 

Email: Enis.Tela@moe.gov.al  

Telephone: + 355 68 9002 059 

Address: ‘Rruga e Durresit’ No 27. Tirana, Albania 

Bio: State Environmental Inspector at the Ministry of Environment (Republic of Albania). THEMIS Focal Point 

and member of the Executive Committee. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Mr. Igor Jevtic 
Position: Advisor to the Minister 

Department:  Cabinet of the Minister 

Organization: Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations 

Email: Igor.Jevtic@mvteo.gov.ba 

Telephone:  + 387 33 268 150 

Address:  Address: Musala 9. Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bio:. Born on August 8, 1976 in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina where I graduated in 2003 from the 

University in Eastern Sarajevo–Mechanical faculty, Bosnia and Herzegovina and got a degree in 

mechanical engineering. After graduation, on July 02, 2003, I started working as a mechanical engineer 

in the maintenance department in Special Purpose Engines Factory – FMSN. 

On May 01, 2007, I was appointed senior official for drafting and implementing of international 

agreements in the Department for natural resources, energy and environment protection in the Ministry of 

foreign trade and economic relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

From January 2014, I perform professional work as advisor to the minister. 

Ms. Zineta Mujakovic 
Position: Expert  

Department:  Environmental Protection 

Organization: Federal Ministry of Environment and Tourism 

Email: zineta@fmoit.gov.ba 

Telephone:  +387 33 726 744 

Address: Marka Marulica 2; Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bio: Ms. Zineta Mujakovic (BSc in Biology) is Head of Sector for Biological and Landscape Diversity  in 

Federal Ministry of Environment and Tourism. Most of her work is focused on:  

 Analysis of the situation in the field of natural resources with special emphasis on biological and 

ecological resources, development of regulations within the scope of protection of biodiversity 

and natural ecosystems of all components. 

 Participation in the development of measures to improve the quality of life, participation in the 

development of remedial measures in the environment, monitoring of environmental effects on 

mailto:zineta@fmoit.gov.ba


 

 

 

Financed by Austrian Development Cooperation 

Page 2 of 12 
 

the health of the population, interdepartmental activities in the domain of health and the 

environment. 

 Harmonization of Plans with measures and deadlines for the gradual reduction of emissions and 

pollution and compliance with best available technology,  

 Scoring the studies related prior environmental impact assessment, examining the physical, 

chemical harmful to them  

She is member of:  

 Council for creation of Draft of the Spatial Plan of Areas of Special Interest for the Federation of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 Council for development of Regulatory plan of historic urban areas Blagaj. 

 Steering Committee for the project NATURA 2000, as well as member of the working group for 

Biodiversity. 

 International Coordination Group for the nomination of Dinaric Karst on the World Heritage List. 

 GEF Project “Forest and Mountainous Areas” 

 UNEP working Group for development of State of Environment Report 

 Working group member for revision of National strategy for Biodiversity and 5th National report 

She is Focal point for THEMIS Network on behalf of Federation of BiH.  

Ms. Danica Cigelj 
Position: Minister Assistant 

Department:  Department for Forestry 

Organization: Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Water Management and Forestry 

Email: danica.cigelj@fmpvs.gov.ba 

Telephone:  + 387 33 726 638 

Address: Marka Marulica 2. 71000 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bio:. Ms. Danica Cigelj is Minister Assistant in Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Water Management and 

Forestry / Department for Forestry. She (and this department) are responsible for:  

 preparation of legislation and regulations in the field of forestry and hunting; 

 preparation of documents, analyses and information related to forestry and hunting; 

 monitoring the status of the sector within its competence and initiating the resolution of issues, 

taking responsibility with regard to the status within its competence; 

 providing expert opinions, interpretations and guidelines within the scope of the Sector; 

 participation in the drafting of budget proposal of the Ministry within the scope of the Sector; 

 implementation of international cooperation, monitoring of the implementation of agreements, 

conventions and projects; 

 monitoring the operation and activities of the cantonal ministries in charge of forestry and 

hunting; 

 monitoring the operations of forest management enterprises; 

 monitoring and registering changes of forest areas; 

 following up on the development and improvement in the field of hunting; 

 declaration of special-purpose forests; 

 preparation of technical background and conceptual design for the development of forest 

development program; 

 providing technical support to competent authorities, cantonal forestry directorates and forest 

management enterprises; 

 preparation of reports required by the Government of the Federation of BiH and other competent 

institutions; 

 carrying out other tasks within the scope of the Sector.   

Ms. Milanka Jovanovic 
Position: Senior Official for Hunting 

Department:  Department for Hunting 

Organization: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management of Republic of Srpska 

Email: M.Jovanovic@mps.vladars.net 

Telephone:  + 387 51 338 349 

Address:  Trg. Republike Srpske 1.  7800 Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bio:. Ms. Milanka Jovanovic is Senior Official for Hunting in Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 

Management of Republic of Srpska. From 2005 to 2007 she worked as Minister Assistant for forestry and 

hunting.  She study in the country and abroad. She possess Diploma on Specialized Post-Graduate Studies 

form The Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari (IAMB). She participated at different trainings on 

Forestry Certification such us: SSC Forestry training in Sweden (SIDA May 2004); training in Tanzania 

(November 2004). She has been participated in number of projects related forestry and hunting financed 

by World Bank, SIDA and other international donors. 
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She is nominated as deputy Focal point for THEMIS project on behalf of Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Water Management of Republic of Srpska. 

Ms. Svjetlana Radusin 
Position: Minister Assistant 

Department:  Environmental Protection Department 

Organization: Ministry of Physical Planning, Construction and Ecology in Republic Srpska 

Email: S.Radusin@mgr.vladars.net 

Telephone:  + 387 51 339 496 

Address:  Trg. Republike Srpske 1.  7800 Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bio:. 

Ms. Nada Ljubojevic 
Position: Senior Advisor for Environmental Protection 

Department:  Department for Spatial Planning and Property Affairs 

Organization: Government of Brcko District 

Email: Nada.Ljubojevic@bdcentral.net 

Telephone:  + 387 49 240 696 

Address:  Bulevar Mira 1. 76 100 Brcko, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bio:. Ms. Nada Ljubojević was born on June 20th 1963.  She graduated at Technological Faculty of Tuzla 

University.  She has been working in meat-processing industry 'Bimeks' and from 2004 she works in 

Governent of Brcko Distrikt as Senior Advisor for Environmental Protection in the Department of spatial 

planning and property affairs.  

Her duties are the following:  

 Issuing of environmental and permits  

 Issuing permits for export-import of hazardous and non-hazardous waste 

 Organization of public hearings devoted to environmental impact assessment, studies of the 

impact on the environment and requirements for environmental permit 

 Participation in drafting laws and regulations in the field of environmental protection 

 Participation in educational programs in the field of environment and also take part in the 

realization to propaganda activities through marking important dates related environmental 

protection 

She participated in Project 'Support to the implementation of the IPPC Directive in BiH' as a board 

member, then as a member of the working group for drafting a plan of implementation of the Directive 

on industrial emissions.  

She is co-author of the Manual on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in BiH. 

She is Board Member of the Project 'Strengthening of the BiH institutions for the protection of the 

environment and preparation for using pre-accession funds'. 

She also participated in projects related to the harmonization of domestic legislation with the European 

Union, as well as in the first phase of the project THEMIS. 

She is nominated as Focal point for THEMIS project on behalf of Government of Brcko Distrikt 

Kosovo 

Ms. Florije Kqiku 
Position: Head of Division 

Department: Inspectorate 

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning  

Email: Florije.kqiku@rks-gov.net  

Telephone: +377 44 367 031 

Address: ex.Rilindja Building, floor 15. office no. 1503, 10000 Prishtina, Kosovo 

Bio: Bio:  I am Florije Kqiku. I am graduated engineer of Architecture and also MSc on Management and 

Environment.  I work as Head of Division in Inspectorate of Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning. 

My duties and responsibilities are to carry out about the implementation of Law in force under 

responsibilities of MESP. Also, currently I am coordinator for ECRAN Cross-Cutting Working Group; National 

Focal Point for IMPEL Network and Themis Focal Point. 

Ms. Safete Kuci 
Position: Environmental  Inspector 

Department: Inspectorate 

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning  

Email: safete.kuci@rks-gov.net 
Telephone: + 377 44 193 400 

mailto:Florije.kqiku@rks-gov.net
mailto:safete.kuci@rks-gov.net


 

 

 

Financed by Austrian Development Cooperation 

Page 4 of 12 
 

Address: ex media building `Rilindja` 15th floor, office no. 1503. 10 000 Prishtina, Kosovo 

Bio: I am Safete Kuçi. I work in MESP. I have 4 years e like an Environmental Protection Inspector. My 

responsibilities are Enforcement (Performing duties associated with pollution complaint handling and the 

enforcement of environmental protection legislation, investigating pollution complaints and taking follow-

up actions such as issuing warnings to polluters and replies to complainants, collecting evidence and 

making technical sampling decision on-site; and possible court appearance as a witness in support of 

prosecutions, conducting compliance inspections under various legislative requirements, etc. I finished 

faculty of Law. 

Mr. Mustaf Hyseni 
Position: Deputy Chief of Inspectorate 

Department: Inspectorate 

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning  

Email: mustaf.hyseni@rks-gov.net 

Telephone: + 377 44 145 013 

Address: ex media building `Rilindja` 15th floor, office no. 1503. 10 000 Prishtina, Kosovo 

Bio: 

Macedonia 

Mr. Firus Memed 
Position: Director 

Department: State Environmental Inspectorate 

Organisation: Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning 

Emai: f.memed@yahoo.com 

Telephone: + 389 76 446 071 

Address: Blvd. Goce Delcev no.8. (MRTV Building, floor 12.) 1000 Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 

Bio: 

Mr. Darko Blinkov 
Position: State Environmental and Nature Protection Inspector 

Department:  State Environmental and Nature Protection Inspectorate 

Organization: Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning 

Email: blinkov_d@yahoo.com  

Telephone:  + 389 75 404 410 

Address:  Blvd. Goce Delcev no.8. (MRTV Building, floor 12. Room 1203) 1000 Skopje, Republic of 

Macedonia  

Bio: Mr. Blinkov main areas of expertise are as follows: 

 EU/Certified Trainer for Environmental and Protection Inspection Programmes and Education. 

 Coordinator of the Informal Network of the Central and the local level on Environmental and Nature 

Protection Inspectors and enforcers in Republic of Macedonia, from June 2007 till present; 

 National Coordinator on EU/IMPEL-Implementation of European Environmental law Network from 

2007 till now; 

 New EU/RENA-Regional Environmental Network for Accession, WG4 Implementation and 

Enforcement, National Coordinator. 

 Extensive experience with the development and implementation of the EU environmental acquis, 

environmental policies, strategic planning and environmental management; 

 Preparation on training programme for local-self-government staff (authorized environmental 

inspectors and permit writers), design and implementation on environmental risk assessment plans; 

 Involved in preparing on projects for Environmental monitoring, Waste Landfills, Inventory of Waste 

Oil, Asbestos, benchmarking budgeting and progress monitoring on environmental inspection; 

 Preparing on reports, plans, analyses and programmes for enforcement on environmental law and 

planning of the environmental and nature protection inspection in accordance with EC 

recommendations for minimum criteria for environmental inspection; 

 Organization of public campaigns for the purpose of public awareness development.  

 Communication and cooperation with environmental non-governmental organizations representing 

the public. 

Mr. Zoran Dimovski 
Position: State Environmental Inspector 

Department:  State Environmental Inspectorate 

Organization: Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning 

Email: zdimovski61@yahoo.com 

mailto:blinkovd@yahoo.com
mailto:zdimovski61@yahoo.com
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Telephone:  + 389 76 446 256 

Address:  Bul. 1-th of May 200. 7000 Bitola, Republic of Macedonia  

Bio:  Work Experience: Environmental Inspector from 2002 to now (25 years). 

Main activities and responsibilities:  

 Environmental protection inspection – enforcement, compliance and prosecution; Inspection 

Planning and Reporting 

 Environmental protection – IPPC, EIA, waste management, air protection, water protection, soil 

protection, nature protection, emergency plans. 

International Experience : 

 Themis Nacional Coordinator 

 IMPEL National Coordinator (2006-2010). 

 ECENA National Coordinator of (Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Network for 

Accession) (2003-2010). 

 Deputy National Coordinator of BERCEN (Balkan Environmental Regulatory Compliance and 

Enforcement Network), (2002-2003). 

Moldova 

Ms. Gabriela Gavgas 
Position:  Advisory Officer 

Department: Environmental Policy, Monitoring and Strategic Planning Unit 

Organisation:  Ministry of Environment 

Email: gavgas.gabriela@mediu.gov.md 
Telephone:  + 373 22 204 505 

Address: 9. Cosmonautilor, Chisinau, Moldova 

Bio: I have finished my studies in Romania, Cluj Napoca at Babes-Bolyai University, Faculty of 

Environmental Science and Engineering (2008-2011) and Master Degree on Environmental Quality and 

Energy Sources ( 2011-2013). I am working in Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Moldova since 

June 2014 as advisory officer of Environmental Policy, Monitoring and Strategic Planning Unit. 

Ms. Corolina Eremei 
Position:  Legal Consultant 

Department: Legal Department 

Organisation:  Ministry of Environment 

Email: eremei.carolina@mediu.gov.md 
Telephone:  + 373 22 204 508 

Address: 9. Cosmonautilor, Chisinau, Moldova 

Bio: I have been working as a legal consultant in the field of environmental protection since 2012. I 

started at Environmental Inspectorate, where the main problems were violations of natural resources 

management and combating environmental crimes. 

Republic of Moldova's legislation provides criminal and contraventional liability for violations regarding 

rules and legislation concerning environmental field. 

Participation in the project Themis Network will increase regional cooperation for environmental crime 

combating and will strengthen regional cooperation in the context of the harmonization of 

environmental legislation of the European Union in which participates and Republic of Moldova.  

More than that, experience exchanging with colleagues from other countries can be a good opportunity 

for future improvement and development of the legislation of Republic of Moldova concerning 

environmental protection.  

Montenegro 

Mr. Ervin Spahic 
Position: Director 

Department:  

Organisation: Environmental Protection Agency 

Email: epamontenegro@gmail.com  

Telephone: +382 20 618 400 

Address: IV. Proleterske 19. Podgorica, Montenegro 

Bio: Mr. Ervin Spahic is Graduate Electronic Engineer. He worked in Company T-Mobile Network 23 years. 

He has worked as Member of the Parliament of Montenegro from March 2011. to June 2013. Within the 

Parliament he was engaged as a Chairman of Board for the Political System, Judiciary and 

Administration. He is on position of Acting Director of the Montenegrin Environemntal Protection Agency 

mailto:epamontenegro@gmail.com
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from June 2013, with key competences in presenting, management and governance of the work of the 

Agency. 

 Member of Steering Committee of Agency of Montenegro for Economic Restructuring and 

Foreign Investments; 

 Member of Steering Committee of  the Employment Fund; 

 Member of Steering Committee of Company „13 Jul Plantaže“. 

Mr. Dragan Asanovic 
Position: Assistant Director 

Department: Sector for Issuing License 

Organisation: Environmental Protection Agency 

Email: dragan.asanovic@epa.org.me  

Telephone: +382 672 63 540 

Address: IV. Proleterske 19. Podgorica, Montenegro 

Bio: Mr. Dragan Asanovic is Graduate Metallurgist Engineer. He worked in Ministry of Sustainable 

Development and Tourism for ten years. First he was engaged as an Environmental Inspector in Ministry of 

Sustainable Development and Tourism from 2001 to 2004 – inspection supervision under implementation 

of laws, other regulations and general laws on environmental protection. Then he worked as a Senior 

Advisor in the same Ministry from 2004 to 2010.  He works as an Assistant of Director in Environmental 

Protection Agency for 3 years, from the moment of the establishing of the Agency. As a Head of 

Department for issuing licenses within the Agency, he has key competences in the field of enforcement 

of the environmental legislation. Dragan works on various tasks: task groups for developing policies and 

other programs of government and inter-government bodies.  Other duties: 

 Responsible person for management of administrative procedures in Department for issuing 

licenses; coordination and organization employees of work; 

 The coordinator of Group for Industrial pollution in Negotiation team of Montenegro in the 

process of accession to the European Union; 

 Preparation of lows, by laws and other acts in the field of environment; 

 National Focal point for Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions; 

 EIONET- NRC - Primary Contact Point and National Reference Centre within European 

Environment Information and Observation Network (EIONET); 

 Focal Point for THEMIS Network. 

Serbia 

Mr. Slobodan Erdeljan 
Position:  Assistant Minister 

Department: Sector of Control and Surveillance 

Organisation:  Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection 

Email: slobodan.erdeljan@eko.minpolj.gov.rs 
Telephone:  + 381 311 0463 

Address: Omladinskih Brigada 1. Belgrade, Serbia 

Bio: 

Ms. Vesna Mitrovic 
Position:  Head of Department 

Department: Department of Natural Resources 

Organisation:  Ministry of Agriculture and Environment Protection 

Email: vesna.mitrovic@eko.minpolj.gov.rs 

Telephone:  + 381 113 122 896 

Address: Omladinskih Brigada 1. Belgrade, Serbia  

Bio:   

Mr. Aleksandar Vasiljevic 
Position:  Deputy Executive Director 

Department: Development and International Cooperation 

Organisation:  State Enterprise for Forest Management "Srbijašume" Belgrade  

Email: aleksandar.vasiljevic@srbijasume.rs  

Telephone:  + 381 64 815 50 46 

Address: Bul. Mihajla Pupina 113., Belgrade, Serbia 

Bio:  23 years of professional experience in forest management, forestry inventory and planning, forest 

information systems, monitoring and evaluation, forest administration; Technical experiences in forest 

information systems, forest inventory, forest management planning and forest biomass; Project 

mailto:aleksandar.vasiljevic@srbijasume.rs
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management experience comprises coordination of technical and financial cooperation 

programmes/projects, feasibility studies, policy/sector studies and evaluations; Practical experience with 

participatory approaches towards sustainable forest management and understanding of multi-

stakeholder forest policy and strategy formulation processes (e.g. NFP). 

Mr. Djurica Mihaljcic 
Position:  Executive director for legal affairs and deputy of the director 

Department: Sector for legal affairs 

Organisation:  PE Srbijasume 

Email: djmihaljcic@srbijasume.rs 

Telephone:  + 381 64 815 5527 

Address: Mihajla Pupina 113. Belgrade, Serbia 

Bio:  

REC Country/Field Offices 
 

Mr. Eduart Cani 
Position: Senior Expert 

Organisation: The Regional Environmental Center Albania 

Email: ECani@rec.org 

Telephone: + 35542232928 

Address: Rr. Ismail Qemali, No.27, Tirana, Albania 

Bio: Mr. Eduart Cani has about 14 years of experience in environmental sector gaining high expertise on 

environmental management and governance. He was key expert on several important programs and 

responsible for the development of tens of strategies and plans at national and local level. 

Eduart has professional expertise as team leader of leading national and regional expert groups on 

developing planning processes. He has leaded the national process (with line ministries) of analysing and 

preparing the national legislation on solid Waste, Water and Waste water sectors as well as participated 

in the development of Manuals for those sectors. He has solid expertise on climate change, education, 

civil society, awareness rising and biodiversity. 

Mr. Cani has been involved in environmental crime issues since at early stage in Albania by contributing 

to raise the awareness among stakeholders, support the activities, deliver training sessions and facilitating 

the national events on Albanian first steps on crime identification and punishment. 

Ms. Lejla Suman 
Position: Country Office Director 

Organization: Country Office Bosnia and Herzegovina, The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: Lsuman@rec.org   

Telephone:  +387 33  713 110 

Address: Hamdije Kresevljakovica 50. 71000 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bio: Ms. Lejla Suman is Director at the Regional Environmental Center (REC) for Central and Eastern Europe 

in Country Office Bosnia and Herzegovina. She has over 11 years of experience in provision of consulting 

services, workshops and trainings to a large number of BiH Municipalities in development of Local 

Environmental Action Plans (LEAPs) and other local strategies/studies. Mrs. Suman has also extensive 

experience in environmental cooperation with neighbouring countries in the frame of trans-boundary 

cooperation projects, and within the country with all stakeholders’ representatives, but especially the 

local government and NGOs. She has been active also in NGO capacity building and public awareness 

raising projects, as well as environmental financing. She also has strong educational and knowledge-

transfer skills, proven though training of NGOs in management of environmental projects from the 

financial and technical point of view. She is author / co-author of REC’s Manuals for development of 

LEAPs, LBAPs, etc. 

Mr. Agron Bektashi 
Position: Country Office Director 

Organization: Country Office Kosovo, The Regional Environmental Center 

Email:  abektashi@rec.org 

Telephone: + 381 38 225 123, +386 49 616 026 

Address: Kodra e Diellit Rr Enver Maloku Kati V nr 28. Prishtina, Kosovo 

Bio: I’m a Graduated Water and Sanitation Engineer, five year degree in Faculty of Civil Engineering and 

Architecture, University of Pristina, Kosovo. I have more than twenty years of total experience including 13 

years with the Donors, Local and International Organizations such as USAID, UNDP, KLMC, EAR, 

International Management Group, Children’s Aid Direct, mainly in Environment, Water, Waste and Civil 

engineering. I gained explicit experience in management, supervision and monitoring of various 

mailto:abektashi@rec.org
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international programmes as well as project management services to different Ministries and public 

owned enterprises for the projects related to Environment, Waste, Wastewater and Water Supply. I’m 

fluent in Albanian, English, and Serbian, as well as basic knowledge of Macedonian language. I have 

management and organizational skills and good ability to adapt to multicultural environments. 

Ms. Katarina Georgievska 
Position: Country Office Director 

Organisation:  Country Office Macedonia, The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: katarina@rec.org.mk 
Telephone: + 389 2 3090 135, + 389 75 469 380 

Address :  Bul. 1-th of May 200. 7000 Bitola, Republic of Macedonia 

Bio: 

Ms. Srna Sudar 
Position: Country Office Director 

Organization: Country Office Montenegro, The Regional Environmental Center 

Email:  srna.sudar@rec.org.me 

Telephone:  + 382 210 235 

Address: Ivana Crnojevica 16/II. 81000 Podgorica, Montenegro 

Bio: 

Mr. Jovan Pavlovic 
Position: Country Office Director 

Organisation:   

Email: jpavlovic@rec.org  

Telephone: + 381 11 334 5775 

Address: Str. Kosovska 17/3rd floor, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia 

Bio:  

Mr. Andrej Dimitrijevic 
Position: Expert 

Organisation:  Country Office Serbia, The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: adimitrijevic@rec.org 
Telephone: + 381 60 0329 110 

Address: Str. Kosovska 17/3rd floor, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia 

Bio:  

Austrian Development Cooperation 

Mr. Hubert Neuwirth 
Position: Desk Officer 

Department: Country and Regions 

Organisation: Austria Development Agency 

Email: hubert.neuwirth@ada.gv.at 
Telephone: + 43-1-90399-2541 

Address:  Zelinkagasse 2, 1220 Vienna, Austria 

Bio: 

Ms. Sandra Wibmer 
Position: Advisor Environment and Natural Resources 

Department: Programmes and Projects 

Organisation: Austria Development Agency 

Email: sandra.wibmer@ada.gv.at 
Telephone: + 43 1 90399 2552 

Address:  Zelinkagasse 2. 1010. Vienna, Austria 

Bio: 

Ms. Katharina Maier 
Position: Advisor Environment & Natural Resources 

Department: Quality Assurance & Knowledge Management 

Organisation: Austria Development Agency 

Email: katharina.maier@ada.gv.at 
Telephone: +  43 1 90399-2517 

Address:  Zelinkagasse 2, 1010 Wien 

Bio: 

mailto:katarina@rec.org.mk
mailto:srna.sudar@rec.org.me
mailto:jpavlovic@rec.org
mailto:hubert.neuwirth@ada.gv.at
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Partners & Others 

Mr. Jo Gerardu 
Position: Consultant 

Department: INECE Secretariat 

Organisation: INECE - International network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement 

Email: gerardu@inece.org 

Telephone: + 1 202 338 1300 

Address: 2300 Wisconsin Ave. N.W., Suite 300B, Washington D.C. 2007, USA 

Bio:  

 Active with assisting the International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement 

(INECE).  

 Active in the city of Kasba Tadla in Morocco in finding a solution for the preservation and reuse of 

wastewater with a UASB reactor. 

 Involved in the development of the Maghreb network of Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania on 

environmental compliance and enforcement developments (NECEMA). 

 Assisting the Regional Environmental Centre in Budapest in a fact finding missions to Croatia and 

Bosnia Herzegovina on the minimum criteria for inspections of the European Community.   

 Assisting in the development of the Arab Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement 

(ANECE) in Jordan.  

 Co-author of the Handbook of Principles of Environmental Compliance and Enforcement 

Formerly an assistant to the inspector general in the Inspectorate of Housing, Spatial Planning and the 

Environment of the Ministry of VROM in the Netherlands. Responsible for promoting international 

environmental enforcement activities. 

Ms. Anita Pokrovac Patekar 
Position: Head of Service 

Department: Directorate for Inspection 

Organisation: Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection 

Email: anita.pokrovac.patekar@mzoip.hr 
Telephone: + 385 911 877 062 

Address:  Radnicka cesta 80. 10 000 Zagreb, Croatia 

Bio: Ms. Pokrovac Patekar is currently Head of International Cooperation Sector within the Ministry of 

Environmental and Nature Protection, Directorate for Inspection Affairs, with key competences in the field 

of enforcement of the environmental legislation and preparation, implementation and management of 

EU funded projects. In these fields Ms Pokrovac Patekar acted as Chief environmental inspector, Team 

leader of twinning projects, Head of Project implementation unit and member of several steering 

committees and working groups. Her field of professional interest is capacity building activities for 

implementation the protection the environmental and nature resource through the enforcement of 

criminal law. 

Also, Ms. Pokrovac Patekar represents Republic of Croatia in the capacity of national coordinator in 

international networks IMPEL, RENA, INECE, member of the Croatian Society of Court Experts and 

Witnesses, Croatian Pharmaceutical Society, Croatian Society of Chemical Engineers. During EU pre 

accession process she was accession negotiator for Chapter 27: Environment and member of working 

groups on preparation of EU strategic accession documents for the Republic of Croatia (NPIEU, Progress 

Report, Pre Accession Economic Programme, Republic of Croatia Self Assessment, etc). In this sector she 

is a certified trainer for environmental issues, actively preparing and delivering lectures within education 

programme of environmental protection specialists at ZIRS Institute of Safety Research and Development 

and on the education of environmental protection specialists at Institute for Adult Education. 

Dr. Johann Haller  
Position: Project Manager 

Department: Criminal Intelligence Service Austria 

Organisation: Ministry of Interior 

Email: johann.haller@bmi.gv.at 
Telephone: + 43 1 24 836 985 186, +43 664 516 14 97 

Address:  Josef Holaubek Platz 1. 1090. Vienna, 

Bio: Mr. Haller started his career, after a short time at the Post and Telecommunication sector at the 

Ministry for Agriculture in 1994 where he has been working in the area of international Matters.  

From 1998 – 2002 Hans Haller changed his position to the Ministry of the Interior, where he was in charge 

of the negotiations of the Multidisciplinary Group in Brussels, he was also as negotiator for the Ministry of 

the Interior in the UN in the area of Combatting Organized Crime  acting. 
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In the period 2002- 2013 he fulfilled his task as Deputy Head of the INTERPOL NCB Vienna Bureau in the 

Department II of the Criminal Intelligence Service Austria (CIS).  

Since 2014 Hans Haller is working and supporting the Project Office of the CIS in the scope of national and 

international matters.  

Mr. Haller proved his skills as project leader in the project on evidence security during the Australian 

Presidency of the EU in 2006.  

He was also giving lectures on Combatting Organized Crime national and international.  

Ms. Maria-Luiza Stefanescu 
Position: Intern 

Department: Department 1. Project Office 

Organisation: Criminal Intelligence Service Austria 

Email: maria-luiza.stefanescu@bmi.gv.at 
Telephone: + 43 688 915 7879 

Address:  Josef Holaubek Platz 1A. 1090. Vienna, Austria 

Bio: My name is Maria-Luiza Stefanescu, I am supporting the Project Office in the Criminal Intelligence 

Service Austria since May 2014. Before this experience I did an internship for six months at the Institute for 

Cultural Diplomacy in Berlin.   

I graduated International Relations at the University “Spiru Haret” in Bucharest, Romania and I followed 

the Master in Human Rights in Strasbourg, France. During my studies I did internships at the Romanian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs – the Department of Consular Relations, Bucharest and at the Permanent Mission 

of Romania at the Council of Europe, Strasbourg.  

When I am not working, beside my hobbies, I am also interested in doing voluntarily work. Until now I 

attended some tree planting campaigns in Romania, campaigns for cleaning the forests, the Botanical 

Garden in Bucharest and other activities that included environmental actions.  

I am interested in this training because I want to know more about the cooperation between the 

countries in the Southeast Europe regarding the environmental law enforcement units.  

Ms. Violeta Philippitsch 
Position: Key Account Manager Western Balkan Countries, Romania and Turkey 

Organization: Umweltbundesamt (Environment Agency Austria) 

Email: violeta.philippitsch@umweltbundesamt.at 

Telephone:  +431 31304 3241 

Address: Spittelauer Lande 5. 1090. Vienna, Austria 

Bio: 

The Regional Environmental Center 

Ms. Gordana Kozhuharova 
Position:  Regional Director for South Eastern Europe 

Organization: The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: gkozuharova@rec.org 

Telephone:  +36 26 504 000 

Address:  2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

Bio: From 1998 until autumn 2008, she worked for the Macedonian Ministry for Environment and Physical 

Planning as head of the Department for Cooperation and Project Coordination. Among her 

responsibilities was the coordination of the programming and implementation process of the EC’s 

Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA). She was senior programming officer for Component I and 

IPA coordinator for Component III under the IPA, dealing with the Operational Programme for Transport 

and the Environment. Between 2000 and 2003 she was head of the Division for Multilateral Cooperation, 

and from 2003 to 2007 she was head of the ministry’s Department for European Integration. She joined 

the REC in 2008 as regional director for South Eastern Europe (SEE). She is responsible for supervising and 

coaching REC country and field offices in the SEE region and, as one of REC’s senior managers, for 

supporting the REC’s strategic vision and programme planning for the region. She is currently completing 

post-graduate studies in environmental management. 

Mr. Matthias Puhringer 
Position: Head of the Executive Director`s Office 

Organization: The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: gkozuharova@rec.org 

Telephone:  +36 26 504 000 

Address:  2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

Bio: Matthias Puhringer is Head of the Executive Director’s Office of the REC at the REC Headquarters in 

mailto:violeta.philippitsch@umweltbundesamt.at


 

 

 

Financed by Austrian Development Cooperation 

Page 11 of 12 
 

Szentendre, Hungary, as well as acting Director of the REC Country Office Czech Republic and REC 

Country Office Slovakia. Having received his legal training in Austria and Switzerland, he has focused 

throughout his academic and professional career on several aspects of international and EU law, and 

their respective policies. Prior to joining the REC in 2010, Matthias Puhringer worked in the public service 

and civil society sector in areas of public diplomacy, judicature, administration and project, as well as 

programme management in Austria and abroad. 

Ms. Aniko Nemeth 
Position: Expert 

Organization: The Regional Environmental Center 

Address: 2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

Email: anemeth@rec.org 

Telephone:  +36 26 504 000 

Address: 2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

Bio: Mrs. Nemeth is a highly skilled lawyer possessing 15 years of professional experience on EU law as well 

as 11 years of development programme/ project management experience.  

Mrs. Nemeth graduated in 1999 from the Attila Jozsef University of Szeged as a lawyer, with specialization 

in EC law. She has 10 years of professional experience: starting in 1999 in the Hungarian Ministry of 

Agriculture as a lawyer focusing on law harmonization and drafting legislation on agricultural support 

mechanisms. Followed by 5 years of work experience in the European Commission in the Directorate 

General for Agriculture and Rural Development, where she was desk officer responsible for the 

management of the EU co-financed rural development programmes between 2003 and 2008. She joined 

REC in 2008 as an expert contributing to the work of the Topic Area Law, Enforcement and Compliance.  

Mrs. Nemeth is possessing experiences in undertaking legal and policy analysis and reviews, legal 

drafting; compliance checking, capacity building and institutional strengthening; in the field of EU 

environmental legislation and combating environmental crimes as well as provision of environmental 

trainings, organizing and conducting workshops, preparation of assessments of framework documents 

and writing publications.  

Mr. Bruno Mesquita 
Position:  Expert 

Organization: The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: bmesquita@rec.org  

Telephone:  +36-26 504 000 

Address:  2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

Bio: Bruno Mesquita graduated in Political Science and International Governance (BA) and Comparative 

History of CEE (MA). He started as an intern in the Office of European Integration of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs (Portugal) in 2004, he participated in the team that monitored and reported EU’s institutional 

reform to the Ministry’s policy makers. After completion of the BA he moved into the civil society sphere 

by working for a regional newspaper, where he covered and wrote pieces about local and regional 

politics, civil society initiatives, liaisoning with local stakeholders and covering relevant events. Once he 

finished his MA (2007), he became an expert in the Environmental Law Enforcement and Compliance 

team. In the past 3 and half years his work portfolio includes: project development (project proposals and 

project concepts development) and management, network communication strategies and PR, 

international Secretariat management, capacity building. 

Ms. Cecile Monnier 
Position:  Expert 

Organization: The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: cmonnier@rec.org  

Telephone:  +36-26 504 000 

Address:  2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

Bio: Ms. Cécile Monnier is an environmental lawyer, working in the REC since 2006. She holds a Master 

degree in Environmental Law and Territorial Development from Strasbourg, and has experience in 

international and European environmental law with a special focus on water management, waste and 

nature protection. She has managed or taken part as an international expert in a number of 

environmental related projects, among which were the conformity checking and monitoring of progress 

of transposition and implementation of environmental directive for candidates and potential candidates 

countries during 3 years, and the EC framework contract on support with complaints and infringement 

cases in the field of environment. She also participated in the writing of several publications including the 

Handbook on the Implementation of EC Environmental Legislation. 

Ms. Magdolna Szabo 
Position:  Project Officer 

mailto:bmesquita@rec.org
mailto:cmonnier@rec.org
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Organization: The Regional Environmental Center 

Email: MSzabo@rec.org 

Telephone:  +36-26 504 000 

Address:  2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

Bio: Magdolna Szabo has been assisting project implementation for the past 5 years with logistic and 

travel arrangements, event management, networking with project partners and ensuring the smooth 

operation of the project team. 

 


