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and the Environment Ministry in Hungary. Before joining the REC, she spent 10 years in 

business working for multinational companies in various senior roles, ranging from head 

of human resources to commercial director for the CEE region at companies. Szigeti 

Bonifert is a member of the Environmental Management and Law Association (EMLA) 

and was its first managing director. She is also: board member of the Europorosperitas 

2010 Foundation; scientific advisor for the Agroinnova – Turin University Scientific 

Committee; head of the environmental committee of the Hungarian Business Leaders 

Forum (HBLF); member of EBRD’s Environmental and Social Advisory Council (ESAC); 
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Assistance (IPA). She was senior programming officer for Component I and IPA 

coordinator for Component III under the IPA, dealing with the Operational Programme 

for Transport and the Environment. Between 2000 and 2003 she was head of the 

Division for Multilateral Cooperation, and from 2003 to 2007 she was head of the 

ministry’s Department for European Integration. She joined the REC in 2008 as regional 

director for South Eastern Europe (SEE). She is responsible for supervising and coaching 

REC country and field offices in the SEE region and, as one of REC’s senior managers, 

for supporting the REC’s strategic vision and programme planning for the region. She is 
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relevant events. Once he finished his MA (2007), he became an expert in the 

Environmental Law Enforcement and Compliance team. In the past 3 and half years his 

work portfolio includes: project development (project proposals and project concepts 

development) and management, network communication strategies and PR, 

international Secretariat management, capacity building. 
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Mr. Danko Aleksic 

 

Position:  Expert 

Department:  Environmental Policy Directorate 

Email: daleksic@rec.org  

Telephone:  +36202541728 

Address:  2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

 

Bio: Danko Aleksic has graduated at the Faculty of Forestry, University of Belgrade, 

where he has subsequently completed two years long International Master Program in 

Forest Policy and Economics (FOPER) supported by the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Following his interests in the field of international affairs, he has also completed the 

master program in International Security at the Faculty of Political Science, University of 

Belgrade, as a holder of the OSCE scholarship. He started his professional engagements 

in the field of environment and sustainable development in 2005, subsequently gaining 

experience in several sectors, including NGO, parliamentary committee, academia, 

regional development, and international organizations. During the years of international 

activities he has also completed numerous specializations in fields of environment, 

sustainable development, and international politics in several countries. He has been 

engaged as consultant in several projects such as those led by OSCE Mission to Serbia, 

UN/FAO, SRB-HU cross-border cooperation program, etc. Beside consultancy and 

project management, he has very wide experience as a trainer and lecturer. He is also 

an active researcher in the field of international security and is especially interested in 

its environmental aspects. Since April 2012 he works for the Regional Environmental 

Center (REC). He is also a PhD student in International and European Affairs at the 

Faculty of Political Science, University of Belgrade. 
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Position:  Project Officer 

Department: Environmental Policy Directorate 

Email: MSzabo@rec.org 

Telephone:  +3626504000 

Address:  2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

 

Bio: Magdolna Szabo has been assisting project implementation for the past 5 years 

with logistic and travel arrangements, event management, networking with project 

partners and ensuring the smooth operation of the project team. 

 

 Ms. Xenia Cechina 

 
Position: Fellow 

Department: Environmental Policy Directorate 

Email: xcechina@interns.rec.org  

Telephone: +3626504000 

Address: 2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre ut 9-11, Hungary 

 
Bio:  Ms. Xenia Cechina holds a bachelor’s degree in Marketing and Logistics from 

Academy of Economic Studies of Moldova. Following her studies, she worked in 

marketing and communication as the Customer Care and Loyalty Manager of StarNet 

JCS, for 3 years. Following that, Ms. Xenia Cechina moved to the Women’s Association 

for the Environment Protection and Sustainable Development in Moldova, where, as a 

board member for 2 years, she had management responsibilities.  

Since January 2015 she is a fellow in the REC, where she is involved in project 

development and implementation within the Participatory Governance and the Law 

Enforcement and Compliance topic areas. 

mailto:daleksic@rec.org
mailto:xcechina@interns.rec.org


 

 

 

With funding from Austrian Development Cooperation 

Page 15 of 15 
 

 


